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WEDNESDAY MORNING, Febuiakv 20,1861.

Congress..The Semite, yesterday, dis¬

cussed the Tariff bill. In the House ol

'Representatives, the bill authorizing the
President to use volunteer forces occasioned
an exciting debute. The House also con¬

sidered other bills.
Thk State Convention"..The business

of the Convention was suspended on Monday
for the purpose of giving a formal reception
to the Commissioners from Mississippi, Geor¬

gia and South Carolina. Addresses were

delivered by Hon. Fulton Anderson, of Mis¬

sissippi, and lion. Henry L. iienning of

(Georgia, The lion. -John S. Preston, Com¬
missioner from South Carolina addressed the
Convention yesterday. A resolution that the
Bjrder States shall require additional guar¬
antees was offered by Mr. Hall and referred
to the Committee on Federal Relations.

Virginia Legislature..In the Senate
on Monday, bills were reported for incorpo¬
rating a number of railroad, oil, coal, and
mining ;ind manufacturing companies. A
resolution was offered for prohibiting the sale
of ardent spirits to free negroes. The House
of Delegates was opened with prayer by a

minister the of Hebrew persuasion. A bill
was reported authorizing the Merchants'
Bank to establish branches.

A friend has sent us a speech delivered
in -January last, at Little Rock, Arkansas,
by the late Hon. ¦). M. S. Causin, former¬

ly of Maryland, whose death it was our

paiul'ul duty to record only a few days ago.
It was a speech on the great questions of
the day.and displayed all the zeal, and ar¬

dor, and patriotism of the lamented deceas¬
ed. Its perusal brought back the "old days
and old times," which we so fondly remem¬

ber.when, united with him in political
feeling und personal friendship, we hailed
his rising fame, and wished him God speed,
in his career! Had we room in our columns,
we would publish this speech, in full. It
shows his love for the 1'iiion, his patriotism,
and his ardent desire to &ee his country
once more restored to peace, and happiness,
although we may not agree with all his
views or positions. We hope to have an op¬
portunity of, at least, making some extract
from it, hereaiter. Would that his eloquent
voice oouid still bo raised uyaiu.ii the u^-

gressions of fanatical pretenders at the
-North.their assaults upon equality and
justice- - and for the re-establishment of a

Constitutional I'nion, and the guarantees of
Constitutional Rights.
The New Orleans Picayune, we expect,

takes the correct view of the case, when, in

speaking of the foreign relations of the new

Southern Confederacy, it says.that the
South has but little to hope for or expect, in
the way of sympathy or favor, from either
Great Britain or France. Both of these na¬

tions aiv "anti-slavery^'' to use the techni¬
cal phraze.although in both cases they
have quite as much "slavery" at home, as

we have in this country. But they boast of

recognizing "negro equality".and glory iu

opposing "negro slavery!" It is probable
that Disunion in this country is regretted
and deplored by the people and governments
ot both countries, and that they desire to see

a restoration of things to their former slattw
.that is now the "fashionable" word in "po¬
litical circles." But, if two governments art-

kept up.the South need expect nothing be¬

yond what interest will extort.

The Maryland Conference Convention as¬

sembled in Baltimore on Mondas. It was

very numerously and respectably attended.
most of the counties being represented..
The counties of Charles, Prince George's,
Caroline, Dorchester, Harford, and Talbot,
had no delegates present. Judge Chambers,
ot Kent, was elected President, lie declar¬
ed himself opposed to secession.and regard¬
ed "secession as the greatest curse that has
ever fallen on the nation." He stated that

the Governor of Maryland desires a State
Convention, but holds that courtesy to Vir¬

ginia requires no actiou shall be taken until
the Peace Conference conclude their labors,
and proposed that the action of tho body
over which he was called to preside should
conform to this purpose.

Thousands of the Northern people have

given Mr. Lincoln, so far, quite an ovation
.shouting in his train.pulling his arms

nearly off in their eagerness to salute him. j
hanging out, in some instances, before his

eves mottoes of "no compromise".the wo¬

men hugging him, the children kissing him j
.and "foolishness generally "--deceiving and j
deluding him thereby into the idea, that j
there is peace, when ihere is no peace.and
that there is "nothing wrong," when every-

thing is wrong, and the country falling to

ruin around him ! Such folly and infatua-
lion may shipwreck all the hopes of "the
friends of the Union as it was."

The friends of Mr. Lincoln say, that the

comments mado upon his speeches "are just
what they expected''.and that nothing he
could say, would be approved of by those

opposed to his election. They are mistaken.
Much as his election is deprecated.had
he shown himself a true patriot, in this cri¬

sis, and recommended measures of justice to

the South, even the Disunionists there would

have done him justice. The South can af¬
ford tc bo magnanimous and generous.

Extensive preparations are making in
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Rich¬
mond, and many other cities, for the celebra¬
tion of the 22d of February. Let it be a

general patriotic holiday. i

The government oi tlie ''Confederated
States of America".or the "Southern Con¬

federacy".is nmv iully organized.a Presi¬
dent and Vice President elected and sworn

into office.the President's Inaugural Ad¬

dress, delivered.the Congress jn session
and acting--and all, so far, without civil
war or bloodshed! In any event, in all
events, may Pk.ue be preserved ! That is
now the first consideration. Ij the dissolu¬
tion of our lute Uuion is to he final.if the

destruction of our late government is to be

complete, may we not appal the land at home,
and astonish the nations abroad, with a fra¬
tricidal war!

Congress is laboring and lumbering at a

Tariff.with the Gulf States out of the
Union.a Southern Confederacy formed.the
Union broken up.and the future condition
of the Border States altogether uncertain!.
Its provisions, enactments, and regulations,
are Scarcely regarded or thought of, in the
consideration of more important questions..
The Tariff had better be laid aside, for the

present. Or if what is left of Congress, re¬

quires something to keep it employed until
the 4th of March, let it confine itself exclu¬

sively to just such laws as will keep the
the machinery peacefully in motion.

liver}- "Republican" at the North who
shouts "No Compromise," or opposes consti¬
tutional guarantees for constitutional rights,
is a Disunionist, per .sc..without excuse.

The Disunionists /xr .sr, at the South, have
a record of wrong and injustice, on the part
of the Xorth, to appeal to, for a reason for
their course.wrong as we think it is. But
the Northern I>isunionists stand condemned
before the world by their own action.

When the present Secretary of the Troa-

sury, Mr. Dix, was Postmaster of Now
York, in a letter, ho declared that "he knew

nothing more degrading to our public offices
and those who fill them than the practice
which has existed of sending political tax

gatherers to the doors of rhe pay-room to le¬

vy contributions on the clerks as they
emerge with their hard-earned stipends."

Lord Brougham, in a recent letter, speaks
of the "alarm felt by all the friends Of human
improvement at the risk of Disunion in the
United States," and hopes that, both in Italy
and America, the contending parties will be

j made to see the wisdom of compromise and
I mutual concession."

lion. L. AN. Spratt, of South Caroliua,
makes a vigorous "protest" against the ac¬

tion oi the Southern Congress, in prohibit¬
ing the African Slave trade, lie declares
that "if this prohibition be carried iuto the

permanent government, our (the Secession)
whole movement is defeated."

Thos. Starr King, in a letter about the
California gold region to the Boston Tran¬
script, says: "It is an area equal to the
whole of New England, and its riches are

scarcely touched as yet. There is no more

danger that the wheat produce will give out
than that the gold harvest will."

The friends of the Chiricjui contract foiled

by the action of the Conference committee
have backed their scheme as a rider to the
civil appropriation biil. in the hope that they
will thus force it through at the end of the
Re-sion.

\Vr. Si D. Urquhart, wealthy Jews, engaged
in the commission business in New Orleans
failed a few days ago for Si,000,000. During
rhe crisis of 18o7, their firm was considered
the most solid in that part of the Union.

The Letter of the (Governor of Georgia to
the Governor of Now York, about the arms

seized in New \ ork, is sharp enough. The
Governor of New ^ ork, resorts to technicali¬
ties, i'ic.

Reports from South Carolina are to the
effect that Fortress Sumter will certainly
be attacked, in a very short time.

A member of the New York Legislature
has been arrested on it charge of "bribery and
corru prion."

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.

In the Senate, on Monday, Mr. Paxton,
I rum Committee, reported House hill to in-

| corporate the K!k River Railroad Cotnpamy;
also, a bili to incorporate the National Kail-
road Company.

j Mr. Coghill reported a bill to amend the
j 9th section of an act passed March 24th,
j IS48, entitled an a»-t to incorporate the Lyuch-
! burg and Tennessee Railroad Company.

On motion of Mr. -Johnston, it was rc-

j solved to inquire into rhe expediency of pro¬
hibiting by law, the sale of ardent spirits to
free negroes.

Senate bill r.o authorize Railroad Com pa-
nies to appoint police agents, was taken up,
and on motion of Mr. W ickham, was amen-

ded by adding at the end of the first clause,
the words "Provided that any county Court

j giving such consent, may, at anytime, rc-
voke it:" and also by striking out the words
"in this Commonwealth," and inserting in

j lieu thereof, the words '*in the county or

corporation in which such arrest is made."

In the House of Delegates, bills were

favorably reported on by House committees:
authorizing the Merchants' B:ink of Virgin¬
ia to establish branches at Rocky Mount,
Liberty, Goodson and Princeton; for the re-
iief of rhe securities of James II. Courtney, of
Westmoreland countyauthorizing the amend¬
ment of the charter of rhe llolliday's Cove
Railroad; and for the relief of Milton Fit/.-
hugh, last sheriff of Prince William county.

From California.
Fort Kkakni:\\ Feb. 18.The Pony Kx-

press reached San Francisco on the Mist ulr.,
with eastern news telegraphed to Fort Kear¬
ney of the 24th,containing a detailed account
of affairs at Charleston, after the Star of
the \\ est was tired into, the debate thereon
in the United States Senate, and the proceed-

lings in the New York aud other Legisla-
Hires.

_

The Legislature has spent most of the
time since in debating the various series of
Union resolutions formerly introduced.
Most of the Breckinridge members justify
the secession movement.
Another ineffectual effort has been made

to get the Douglas members into caucus on

the Senatorial question. It is believed that
if a caucus could be held with a full atten¬

dance, Denver would get the nomination,
and afterwards receive a sufficient Breckin¬
ridge support to secure his election.

Since the discovery of the Washoe, and
other silver mines, on the Eastern slope of
the Sierra Nevada, fifty-three silver mining
companies have been regularly organized,
under the laws of California.
There are again various rumors in circu¬

lation ol secret movement among Southern
politicians to precipitate a crisis in this Srate
under the watchword of a Pacific Republic.

NEWS OF THE DAY.

"To show the very ayeandbody of the times."

As the annual meeting of the Baltimore
Conference at Staunton, Ya., approaches,
much interest is felt as to the action of that
body, which will consist of. about one hun¬
dred and niuety preachers. Seven districts,
viz: Baltimore, Washington, Alexandria,
Winchester, Rockingham, Roanoke, and
Lewisburg. White membershi]> 2G.54W; pro¬
bationers 3,550; local preachers -II.total
30,410. Colored 13,5511. They have 414
churches, valued at $773,950; 01 parsonages,
$120,350; Sunday schools 337; officers and
teachers 4,470; scholars 2<)2: volumes in
libraries 64,023. The oldest member oi this
conference is the llev. Joshua Wells, ol Bal¬
timore, who entered in 17S0.
The steamer Charmer, belouging to the

line of steamers which ply between \ icks-
burg and New Orleans, was burnt to the
water's edge and sunk about miduignt on

Sunday of last week. So far as^ yet asccr-
j tained but tive lives were lost. I hey are a

Mr. Ambrose Davie, of Tennessee, and his
i YOun«- wife; a Mr. Green, thought to have
j been a merchant in New Orleans: and one of
j the cabin bovs named Toby. Onetemale i*
somewhat burnt. The wile of Mr. Green was
taken off a bale of cotton some mile and a

J half below.
The steamers South Carolina and Massa-

i chusetts are to immediately resume their re¬

gular trips between Boston and Charleston.
5 Advices from Charleston state that the ob-
! structions placed in the ship channel oi that
port have been entirely removed by the ac¬

tion of the sea, and not a vestige of the sun¬

ken vessels remains. In couscquence o( the
withdrawal of some of the steamers which
formerly ran between Charleston and North¬
ern ports, freights have advanced fifty per
cent.

In the Louisiana House of Representatives,
Mr. Lindsay, of New Orleans, introduced a

joint resolution inviting the southern portion
of Indiana and Illionis, which gave large ma¬

jorities against Lincoln, to form a pro-sla\cry
State and join the Southern confederacy..
Mr. Hay ues, of East Feliciana, introduced a

resolution returning thanks to Gen. Lane, ot

Oregon, for his assurance of aid to the South¬
ern States aud in defence of the honor and
rights thereof contained in his speech rebuk¬
ing Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee.

Gov. Moore, of La., has made the follow-
| ing appointments in the army ol that State:
Col. Braxton Bragg, Major General; Major

j George Deas, Adjutant General; Col. A. C.
j Myers, Quartermaster General: Major G. T.
Beauregard, Colonel of Engineers. These
gentlemen were all recently attached to the
U.S. army.
The American Northwestern Boundary

Commission, which was appointed to settle,
in connexion with the English Commission,
the dispute as to the northwestern boundary
line, is progressing as speedily as possible,
and on the 25th of October the iirst stone of
the final monument of the Northwestern
Boundary Commission had been laid.
A large amount of war material has been

shipped from Pittsburg, destined for the cel-
ebvated Stevens' Floating Battery, New \ ork,
which has been in course of construction
several years, and will be located sit the
"Narrows," near that city. The whole
amount of shell furnished was one hundred
and fifteen tons.

'A New York mechanic who wants work,'
suggests that all the men out of employment
in New York, Brooklyn and Jersey City,
form in procession wlion Mr. Lincuiu j\i nvos

iu New York, and march past his hotel to
convince him dint there is such a thing as

the "crisis," and that some people are injur¬
ed by it.
A statement from -Japan says that " i om-

my" is dead. According to the report ol the
Japanese, the cause ol liie death was dolni
um tremens. The foreign residents, how¬
ever, doubted this statement., and strongly
suspected that the gay youth had been be¬
headed. li is hoped that the rumor may be
unfounded.
The Baltimore correspondent of the New

York Tribune states that Mr. Justice Wayne
and Mr. Justice Campbell of the I nited Stales
Supreme Court, the one from Georgia and
the.other from Alabama, have both deter¬
mined not to resign their offices, notwith¬
standing the secession of their respective
States.
Mr. Pryor, chairman of the select commit¬

tee charged with investigating into the truth
of a report that seceding members of Congress
had taken home with them valuable sets ot
books from the House library, (which could
not be replaced,) will soon report that the
charge is entirely without foundation.
The New York Senate has confirmed by a

handsome majority the nomination of Hon.
Fraucis Granger as a Commissioner from
that State to the Peace Congress. Mr. Gran¬
ger is a conservative, old fashioned Whig.
The importers of foreign books are loud

in their complaints against the new tarill
proposed in Congress.
The SotTiiKR.v Cunkeijer.-wv Takht. - jThe discussions of the Montgomery Congress

being all in secret but little information has

vet transpired as to its purposes and inten- j
lions in relation to the tariff. The lirst aliu-
siou to any details of the proposed measure

wo find in the Charleston Courier, which
briefly adverts to the subject as follows:
An informal conference of leading mer¬

chants was held on Friday in the Custom
House, by invitation of Collector Colcock, to

consider a draft of a tariff which is before the
Southern Congress at Montgomery.
The rates proposed arc -<> per cent, on

spirits, 10 per cent, on tobacco, and similar
articles: the free list to include all raw ma¬

terials. and the free list of the Federal tariff
of1S57.
The warehouse system will be retained,

but goods now in bonds will be withdrawn
at the new rates, which will take effect on the
1st of March.
The result of this meeting was transmitted

to Montgomery by telegraph, to Hon. R. "V\.
Barnwell, from whence came the dispatch
which occasioned it.
A letter from Montgomery to the Savan-1

nab Republican also aliuues to the subject as jfollows:
Many of our Southern merchants express j

solicitude as to whether any taritl or duties jwill be assessed on Northern goods, or goods
from the United States. There is no doubt
about it.a duty at least of teu per cent, ad
valorem will be charged.and those who de¬
sire to save that duty have very little time to

work in. The tariff bill will be passed and
go into effect in a short time.
"

In the Louisiana Convention, on the 13tli in-
taut, a resolution was presented instructing
the Committee on Commerce to report on the
expediency of modifying the revenue laws so

as to admit India bagging, aud other fabrics
known as cotton bagging, at a less duty; and
also changing the tariff on sugar to a specific
duty, instead of the present ad valorem uuty. |
in order to give to planters iucreased pro-1tectiou.

Fire in Buffalo.
Bl'feai.o, Feb. 18..The stores Nos. 213

and 220 in Maine street, occupied by Mes>r-.
Moores & White, boot and shoe dealers; and
A. J. Matthews, druggist, were destroyed by
fire last night; the stock was removed but
little damage; fully insured.
The total loss is about $22,000.

Tho Peace Conforoiice. ,

Monday was given to debate, and to-day
there will be an effort to bring the Conler-
ence to :t vote, which, from the demonstra¬
tion on Saturday, will probably stand thus:

For the report.Rhode Island, New 'Jer¬
sey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Delaware, fai¬
ryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky,
Tennessee and Missouri.11.

Against the report.Maine, New Hamp¬
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
New York, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa and Wis¬
consin.10.

This vote would carry the report or the
Committee by one majority, but there will
be only four out of the fourteen free States
voting for it.
The vote of Ohio would have been lor the

report had Judge W right lived. He held
the easting vote of his State, and advocated
Mr. (Juihr»'i's proposition. His place had
been tilled by the appointment of Mr. "\\ al-
coit, a notorious Abolitionist, who moved the
adjournment of his court in honor ol John
Brawn, on the occasion ot his being hung.

| The Virginia Commissioners desire to
! leave nothing to construction, and in »his
they are sustained by Maryland and the oth-
or States. Hence efforts will be made to

| clear up all ambiguities by amendments be-
fore a direct vole be taken on the report.
Mr. Tvler has also proposed amendments

J to the oiled that the President shall appointI all Territorial officers for Southern Territo-
ries upon the recommendation of two-thirds

| of the Southern Senators, and those lor the
Northern Territories upon a similar recom-

mendation from two-thirds of the Northern
Senators. This is designed to guard the

i Southern territory from anti-slavery propa-j gandists in the way of Federal officers.
The States of Rhode Island, New Jerseyi and Pennsylvania are anxious and deter-

j mined to have a satisfactory settlement, and
express a perfect willingness to support any
and every proposition looking to that end,
and their Commissioners threaten the lie-
publican party, if they do not come forward
and prevent a dissolution of the Union. that
their States will go with the South.
The extremists of the Republican mem¬

bers of Congress express a determination to
do all they can to defeat any movements for
a settlement which the Conference may make,
alleging as a reason therefor that as the next

j administration is to be responsible for the
settlement or non-settlement ol tho difficulty,
the matter should be left to the management
of Mr. Lincoln and his Cabinet.
The debate in the Conference to-day has

! been quite spirited, and as the lion. Irancis
j Granger arrived here this evening to take
1 his seat to-morrow as a Commissioner from
New York, hopes are entcrtaiued that the
vote of that State wili be east for the report.
There are also some hopes entertained this
evening that Ohio will vote in the allirma-
tivo.
The Report of the Committee, although

acceptable to the Southern States, has some
features that are objected ti». i he first ar¬

ticle promises a« follows:
"Article 1. In all the territory of tho

United Status not embraced within the lim¬
its of the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a

line from east to west, on the parallel of
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north lati¬
tude, involuntary servitude, except in pun¬
ishment of crime, is prohibited whilst it.
shall be under a Territorial Government;
and in all the territory south of said line
the alutu?: of persons owing service or labor
as it now exists shall nut be changed by law
while such Territory shall be under a leni-
torial Government; and neither Congress
nor the Territorial Government shall have
power to hinder or prevent, the taking to
said territory of persons held to labor or in
voluntary service within the < uifcil States,
according to the laws or usages of any
State from which such persons may be taken,
nor to impair the rights arising out "i said
relations, which shall be subject to judicial
cognizance in the f ederal courts according
to the common law; and when any terril-oiy
north or south ot said line, within su< h
boundary as Congress may proscribe, .Miyll
contain a population required for a member
of Congress, according to the then lederal
ratio of representation, it shall, il its torni
of government be republican, be admitted
into the Union on an equal footing with the
original Stales, with or without involuntary
service or labor, as the Constitution of such
new State may provide.

It is contended that this provision is vague
and uncertain in several particulars. bile
il excludes tho Cherokee grant, nearly a de¬
gree of which lies north <si the line, irom the
operation ol its provisions, it is silent^ as to
this grant south of the line, although it cov¬

ers an immense extent of tin* finest territory
in the southwest. Should the Indian title
to this territory be extinguished by the
United States, what would be its status?
would it fall under the operation ot this
provision?
The general interpretation is that it would

not, but that the whole territorial difficulty
would be again revived, but should the
Cherokee Indians desire to be admitted as a

State into the I nion, which is more likely
to be the case, would the Stale be ad mured
"with or without involuntary servitude, as

she might desire, according to the provis¬
ions of this report? Many sny not. It
might be a doubtful que>;ion, and the \ >r-

.'inia Commissioners have endeavored to
have these doubts removed by clear and ex¬

plicit language.
Again the articles provide that "ihe rignis

arising out of said relations (slavery) shall
be protected by the federal courts according
to the comt:ion low."
Query .-NVhat protection does the common

law give to slavery ?
tine distinguished Knglish jurist says it

affords no protection. Another, equally em¬

inent, says it does. Mr. Benjamin gave it,
as his opinion in the Senate that the common
law protected slave property in the territo¬
ries. Senator Fessenden and Collamer, both
able lawyers, say it does not..Anwr.

Military Matters-
Washington, Feb. I* .It appears from the

investigation ol the House Military Commit¬
tee, that ex-Secretary Floyd accepted A. R.
Belknap's bid for one hundred thou-and
muskets, but Secretary llolt has refused to
recognize the contract. Mr. Belknap says
thev were intended for the Sardinian Cox- jeminent.

% . JIt is further shown that Mr. I'toyu dtstri- j
buted, without any order, through the Lngi- j
neer Department, sixty-five thousand percus- jsion muskets, forty thousand altered inn- Ke-.s,
and ten thousand rifles, among the arsenals !
at Charleston, Augusta, Mount "\ ernon, Bit- j
ton Rougo an i North Carolina. \S ith toe

exception of those lor the last named State,
the arms ail fell into the possession of South
Carolina. Alabama, Louisiana and Georgia jbv their secession movements.

*

The Committee gives as their reason ior
reporting the Still authorizing the 1 resident
to accept*the services of volunteers, that it is .

certain that the regular military force is
wholly inadequate to protect the forts, arse-

nals and dock-yard and other property of the
United States in the present, disturbed eoudi-
tion of the country, the hirger portion of the
army being necessary for the defence ot the
fro n t iers.

^

Naval Court of Enquiry.
The Court of Inquiry regarding the sur- jrender of the Pensacola Navy ^ ard. by C-apt. |Armstrong, is t-till progressing, but will pro-

bably conclude their examination by another jweek. Capt. A. will not be condemned for
the surrender of the \aid, but will be cr-n- j?ured for not having transferred all the men jat his command to Fort Pickens,

Mr. Lincoln'3 Speeches.
At Pittsbirc..Wo have already given

the telegraphic report of what Mr. Lincoln
said at Pittsburg. Iu relation to the Tariff,
he said:.
The tariff bill now before Congress may or

may not pass at the present session. L con-
less J Jo not understand the precise provis¬
ions uf this bill. 1 do not know whether it
can he passed by the present Congress or

not. lr. may or may not become the law of
the land; but if it does pass, that will be an

end of the matter nntil a rnodilication can

he effected, should that be deemed necessary.
If it does not pass, and the latest advices I
have are to the effect that it is still pending,
the next Congress will have to give it the
earliest attention. According to my politi¬
cal oducatiun, 1 am inclined to believe that
the people in the various sections of the
country should have their own views carried
out through their representatives in Con¬
gress. If the consideration of the tariff bill
should be postponed until the next session
of the national Legislature, no subject should
engage-your representatives more closely

| than that of the tariff. If I have any re¬
commendation to make it will be that every
man who is called upon to serve the people
in a representative rapacity .should study
tin; whole subject thoroughly, as I intend to
do myself, looking to all the varied interests

| of the common country, so that when the
time for action arrives, ro advocate that pro¬
tection may be extended to the coal and iron
of Pennsylvania, the corn of Illinois, and
the reapers of Chicago. Permit me to ex¬

press the hope that this important subject
may receive such consideration at the hands

! of your representatives, that the interests of
no part of the country may be overlooked,
but that all sections may share in the c mi¬
nion benefits of a just and equitable tariff..
j Applause.] J J u t 1 am trespassing upon
your patience, | cries of "no, no; go on,
we'll listen/'J and must bring my remarks
to a close. Thanking you most cordially
for the kind reception you have extended to

me, 1 bid you all adieu, j Kuthusiastic up-
! plause. j

At Cj.evtii.A.vi>. .You have assembled to
testify your respect to the I'nion, the consti-
tution and the laws. And here let me say
that it is with you, the people, to advance
the great, cause of the I nion and the consti-

I tution, and not with any one man. It rests

j with you alone.
This fact is strongly impressed on my

mind at present. In a community like thi*,
I whoso appearance testifies to their intelh-
gence, I am convinced that the cause of lib-
crty and the Union can never be in danger.
Frequent allusion is made -.o the excitement
at present existing in national politics. It is

i as well that 1 should alsoallude to it here..
1 think there is no occasion for any excito-
incut. The crisis, as it is called, i:> aliogeth-
er an artificial crisis. In .ill parts of the
nation there are differences of opinion on

noliiics. Thorc arc differences of opinionj »
^

l

even here. You did not all vote for the per-
i siui who now addresses you. And how is it
with those who are not here? Have they

| not all their rights, as they ever have had?
l)o they not have their fugitive slaves r«;-

! turned now as ever? Have they not the
j same constitution that they have iived uu-

der for the last seventy-odd years? Have
they not a position as citizens of this common

J country, and have wo any power to change
that position? [Cries of "So !"] What,

| then, i> the matter with them? Why all
! this excitement? Why all these complaints?
| As i said before, this crisis is all artificial,

It has no foundation in fact, it was "ar-
gufid up," as the saying is, and cannot be
argued down. Let it alone, and it will go

| down of itself. [Laughter.]
Mr. Lincoln said they must be content

i with but lew words from him. He was very
i much fatigued, and had spoken »o frequent
Iv that he was already hoarse, lie thanked
them for tlie cordial, the magnificent reeep-

I Linn they had given him, and not less did he
thank them for the votes they had given

i hi in last fall, and quit** much he thanked
them for the efficient aid they had given the

i cause which he represented.a cause which
he would say was a good one. lie had one
more word to say. lie was given tu under-
stand that this reception wan tendered, not

j only by his own party supporters, but Ly
men of all parlies. This is as it should be.

If Judge Douglas had been elected and
j had been here on his way to Washington, as

j 1 inn lu-night, the republicans would have
i joined in welcoming him just us his friends
J have joined with mine to-uighi. if all do
mil join now to save tho good old ship of tin:
I'nion this voyage, nobody will have a

i chance t«« pilot her on another cruise. He
concluded by thanking all present for the
devotion they had shown lor the cause of the

| I'nion.
At BriT.vr.0.. Your worthy Mayor has

thought tit to express the hope that I may be
able to relieve the country from the present,
or, 1 should say the threatened difficulties. --

1 am sure 1 bring a Imart true to the work.
j Tremendt us applause, j for the ability to
perform it 1 must trust in that Supreme Being
who has never forsaken this favored land,
through the instrumentality of this great
and intelligent people. Without that assis¬
tance, 1 shall surely fail; with it 1 eaiiuot fail.
When we speak of threatened difficulties to
rhe country, if is natural that it should be
expected that something should be said by
luysell with regard to particular measures..
I:pun more mature reflection, however.and
others will agree with me.that when it is
considered that these difficulties are without
precedent, and never have been acred upon
by any individual situated as 1 am, it is most

proper I should wait and see the develop¬
ments, and get all the light possible, so that
when 1 do speak authoritatively I may be as

near right as possible, j Cheers, j When 1
shall speak authoritatively, I hope to say
nothing inconsistent with rhe Constitution,
the Union, the rights of all the States, ol each
State an 1 of each section of the country, and
not to disappoint the reasonable expectations
of those who have emfided tu me then* votes.
In this connection allow me to say that you.
as a portion of the great American people,
need only to maintain yuur composure, stand
up to ycur sober convictions id' right, to your
obligations to the Constitution, and net in
accordance with those sober convictions, and
ihe clouds which now rise in the horizon will
be dispelled, and we shall have a bright and
glorious future, and when this generation has
passed away tens of thousands will inhabit
this country where only thousands inhabit it
now.
At Ai.uanv.. I am notified by your Gov¬

ernor that this reception is given without
distinction of party, f aceep it more gladly
because it is so. Almost all men in this
country, and in any country where freedom
of thought is tolerated, attacii themselves tu

political parties, and it is but ordinary chari¬
ty to attribute this to the fact that in so at¬

taching himself to a party which his judg¬
ment prefers, the citizen believes he thereby
promotes the best interests of the whole coun-
ti v. And when an election is passed, it is
altogether befitting a free people, that un¬
til the next election, the)' should be as one

people.
The reception you give me this day is not

given mc personally. It should not, be so,
but as the representative for the time being j
of a majority of the nation. If the election !
had resulted iu the choice of either of the
other candidates the same cordiality should !
have been extendedhira as is exteodedto me ;
this day, in testimony of the devotion e.f the I
whole people to the Constitution, to the whole
I'nion, and of their desire for the perpetua-'
tion of our institutions, andto baud them!
down in their perfection to succeeding j^ener- ;

atioos, i

To the Legislature of Nevt York..You
have invited arid received me without dis¬
tinction of party, and I cannot, for a moment
suppose that this has been done in any con¬
siderable degree with reference to my person¬
al services, hut it is done, in so far I am

regarded, at this time as the representative
ul a majority of this great nation.

1 doubt not that this is the truth and the
whole truth <»i the case, and this is as it
should be. It is much more gratifying to rue
that this reception has been given to me as the
representative of a free people, than it could
possibly be il tendered to me as an evi¬
dence of devotion to roe or any one man per¬
sonally.
And now, f think it were more fitting that

1 should close these hasty remarks. It is
true, whilst 1 held myself without mock
modesty as the humblest of all individuals
that have ever been elevated to the Presiden-

j cy, that 1 have a more difficult task to per-
lorm than any oue of my predecessors.

1 did not propose to enter into explana-
! tion of any particular line of policy as to our

| present difficulties, to be adopted by the in¬
coming Administration. L deem it but

jjust to you, to myself, to all. that 1 should
see every thing.that 1 should hear every
thing.that 1 should have every light that

I can be brought within my reach, that in order
when 1 do so *peak, I shall have enjoyed every

| opportunity to take a correct and true ground.
For this reason, I do not propose at this

time to speak of the policy of the Govern-
me&t, but when the time comes I shall speak

j and decide, as well as 1 am able, for the
good ol the present and the future of this

jcountry.for the good of the one and the
| other, and ol all sections.for the good both
| oi the North and tiie South. {Houndsof ap-

\ou nave generously tendered me thesup-
! port.the united support of the great Em-
| pi re State in behalf of the nation; in behalf
ot the present and future nation; in behalf
of civil and religious liberty for all time to
come. Most heartily do i thank you.

Ja the meantime, if we have patience.if
we restrain ourselves.if we allow ourselves

j not to run off in a passion, I still have confi-
dence that the Almighty maker of the uni¬
verse will, through the instrumentality of

j this great and intelligent people, bring us

through this, as he has through all other diffi¬
culties of our country, and relying on this, I

j again thank you for this generous reception.
j Applause, j

¦¦¦1^ l. ~_Jj ) rpl

VIRQINI.A NEWS.
B. F. Michie, e=q., son of Tlios. J. Michie,

esq., died suddenly in Harrisonburg un Fri¬
day week, where he had lived for several
years, practising law. His remains were

brought to Staunton on Saturday, and fol¬
lowed to the Cemetery by a large concourse.
Mr. Michie was about in his 2Gth year, a

young man of ii tie intellectual culture, a

generous and high-toned spirit, possessed of
those genial and manly (qualities of nature
which made him beloved and esteemed wher¬
ever known.
A number ol the citizens of Hampton

have published a reply to a letter of J. Se-
gar, esq., concerning Fortress Monroe. In
their answer, these gentlemen say that many
of them visited "Fortress Monroe," and are

prepared to state, that while there are but
"three pieces of ordnance pointed Inland,"
there are thirteen mounted upon the land
side, which command Hampton and the ad-'
jacent country, and can be directed at the
"bosom of Virginia'' at a moment's notice.
Th ese guns are thirty-two pounders, and
are exclusive of the "flank" pieces.

Mr. John Armistcad, late from Old Point,
lost his life in a singular manner on Wed¬
nesday morning, in Richmond. He met a
i'ri«n«i whilft midway of Mayi/s bridge, and
the two commenced a conversation. During
the progress thereof he seated himself on
ilie railing of the bridge, and while gazing
in thn waters beneath, became dizzy and fell

I over, being crushed by contact with the
j rocks and hi-; body swept away by tho water.

The statue of that old Revolutionary hero
and patriot, iJuv. Thomas Nelson, ordered
by thi Legislature of Virginia, to be placed
with his compatriots on the Washington
Monument, may be expected in Richmond
in a few months. It will cost about 34,500.
Mr. Hogers, who has the contract for finishing
the remaining figuroH, is now at Rome, busily
engaged in the performance of that under¬
taking.
A difficulty having occurred last Monday

evening, near the Virginia Hotel, Staunton,
between Michael Donatio and John Butter-
iy, the latter was struck by a brick thrown
by th» litrmer, across tins forehead and face,
so violently an to cause apprehensions for
his recovery. At last accounts he was suf¬
fering greatly. Donalio was arrested, and
afterwards discharged, it being considered a

case of self-defence.
Rev. A. M. Poindexter, of Richmond, Va.,

preached an eloquent sermon iu the Baptist
Church :it Louisa Courthouse, Sunday night,
and made an effort to raise funds with
which to scud out Rev. J. W. .Jones and
lady, who reside at Louisa Courthouse, to

China, and a lew individuals subscribed
S260.

Uii Sa(unlay,a barge lying loaded at Black-
w.iter, Sntl'iik county, Va., sprang aleak
and sank very suddenly, the captain hav¬
ing barely time to escape. She had in 2,.">0U
bushels of corn for Mr. Wood, and 500 for
Mr. (Jen. A. Wilson, of Norfolk county..
The loss is probably not less than SI,000.

.V C. Claiborne, well known in the politi-
e;il circles til \ irginin, is now of the Mis-

j souri Legislature. He was a delegate to the
la^t National Convention, when Mr. ^ ancey,

j in one of his powerful speeches in Baltimore,
alluded to him as the "beautiful declaimer

j from Missouri/*
Hon. Wm. ii. Preston sold, on Monday

last, to Mr. Bell, of Pulaski, for the Rich¬
mond market, eleven head of fat. cattle,
averaging, in gross weight, 201A pounds.
Un the same day, Mr. A. J. Lucas sold
twenty-two, averaging 1122 pounds. Mont-
gomery is famous for its tine eattle.
We published several weeks ago a para-

graph, to the effect that Rev. J. W. Baker,
of Staunton, had received and accepted a
call to the Presbyterian Church.in Wheeling.1 his was a mistake. His brother is the
minister who has been called to Wheeling.
Mr. II. Fhinigan sold, a few day ago, 208

acres of land, lying along New "River, in
Montgomery county, to Mr. Peter Iveister,
at S|»H) per acre. Mr. Flanigan the bought
land about six months ago at Sltj per acre.

Ihos. B. Peyton, esq., of Albemarle,
brother of W . II. Peyton, esq., has purchased
the interest of Mr. Jordan in the Virginia
Hotel, at Staunton.
Ihc amount of taxes paid yearly in Vir¬

ginia. East of the Bine Ridge, is *2,104,-
3St) 84; West of the Blue Ridge, $1,210-
90'J 57. Difference S8S7,4S0 27.°

I\! I'RISOV.MEXT foil VlOf.ATiOX OF INJUNC¬
TIONS ix^ Ski.1.1no Sewino Machines..Mr.
J jscph 1 horn has been arrested by the Uni¬
ted Stales Marshal, and lodged in Kldridge
street jail, fur violating an injunction by sel¬
ling sewing machines. On motion of Georger*ifiord, h-q., an attachment was granted byJudge Smally, in the United States Court,
against the "defendant, for selling sewing
machines, in violation of an injunction is¬
sued against him. on the patents owued by
the Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Com¬
pany, and the Grover & Baker Sewing
Machine Company, and knownas the sew¬

ing machine feed patents. Violating the or¬
ders of Court is rather a serious matter, as
it renders tho offender liable to punishmout
by tine and imprisonment..A die York Times.

OUR RICHMOM) LETTER.
Hichmo.vd, Feb. 18..The House of dele

gates and Senate adjourned at an early hour
to-day, (almost as soon as they met) to ena¬
ble the members to hear the Commissioner
from Mississippi and Georgia before the Con¬
vention.
A bill for the relief of Seotc and Adaiua

wan passed.
The Bank bill before the Senate, with the

amendments, will be acted on to-morrow or
next day. It is proper to suy that the Beok
of Virginia, Farmers' Bank of Virginia, and
Branch Exchange Bank in this city, have
always, since the suspension of specie
payments in November, allowed to par-
ties drawing drafts un Baltimore, Phila-

j delphia, New York or Boston, when the
| draft is at maturity, and paid, the cx-
change on these points at the current rates
less \ of 1 per cent. This is certainly fair
and just. If it was not so, the suspension

j of specie payments would be a positive curse
to the trading community. The high rate,
are only caused by the suspension, and if the
Banks had not suspended, parties would r.ot
have had to pay inore than .1 to \ per cent.
1 think the bill will pass, in a day ur two,'both Houses.

1 notice by the papers some misapprehen¬sion exists about a stay law. The only stay
law that has passed the Senate, and is now
before the House, is to authorize payment on
executions, ifcc., in paper money instead of
specie. There is no probability of any other
stay law passing this session.

In the Senate to-day, a bill was reported
to incorporate the National Railroad Com¬
pany; authorizing the Directors of the Manas-

j sas Gap Railroad Company to make a road
to Letait's Falls, and connect with ci irksbur *

and Parkersburg. Nothing will be done with
it this session.
The amount to the credit of the Treasury

to-day, in the Banks of this city, is $40u"-
000, of which $2-18,000 belongs to the Sink¬
ing fund, $35,000 Literary fund, and $117,-
000 for ordinary disbursements.
The House ought to adjourn by the 4th of

March, but if they keep adjourning at an
early hour every day, 1 don't know when
they will get through; or if they do adjourn
suddenly, a large mass of business will be
left over.
The lato James River and Kanawha Com¬

pany, and a irginia Canal Company bills,
will be reported to-morrow or next day.The Committee have directed it to be repor¬
ted to-day, as soon as the amendments are

printed.' OBSERVER.
.*- c»i .

Letter from Fairfax.
Fairfax C. 11., Feb. 19..Fairfax County

Court met to-day. All the justices had been
summoned to take into consideration the
putting the County iu a state of defence, and
were all present except two or three detained
by sickness. The Court appointed a "speci¬
al police," (by authority of an act lately pass¬
ed by the Legislature) consisting of thirty-six
men for the County, divided in squads of
of six for each district commanded by a Lieu¬
tenant to bo subject to the order of a Cap¬
tain, and called out for duty at his order or
that of his lieutenants. Tho members have
not yet been appointed.
They also made an appropriation of $1200

to be raised on tho bonds ot the County for
the purpose of completing with uniformed
members the required roll of Capt. Dulanj's
company of Riflemen and tho 1st organized
Cavalry Company. S. T. Stuart, J. C. guti-
nell and M. D. Boll were appointed a commit¬
tee to sell the hoods, and carry out the provi¬
sions of the order. They have already succeed¬
ed iu disposing of about half of thorn and our
County will soon be provided with two full
Companies of uniformed and armed men.

The slave Tapley, committed at January
Court for feloniously attempting to kill Mr.
James Rohey's family by mixing pounded
glass with their food was found guilty by the
Court and sentenced to transportation. Xo
other business of importance was transacted.
Yours, PHIL.

Fairfax C. II., Feb. 18th, 1861.

Drowning- of Mr, James Strochor.

| Correspondence, oj the Alexundrm C>izitti.\
Markiiam Station, Falquer Coistv,

February 19..It is with regret that I chron¬
icle you the death, by accidental drowning,
of our neighbor and friend, James Strother,
near Markham Station, in Fauquier County,
Va., on the morning of the 17th February,
18l51. He was in company with some rela-
tives and friends up to a late hour on Satur¬
day night, when all started for their reduc¬
tive homes, and none thinking but "all would
be well," but alas! we were summoned at
an early hour next morning to examine his
body in death. He leaves a disconsolate
widow and nine children, with many friends,
to mourn their loss. He was itt his *>ith
year. A.

COMMtfXICA Tl i)N.
A large number of our citizens have tv:

yet had the opportunity of witnessing ibe
"Double-quick" drill, in which the Alexan¬
dria Ritlcmen are so proficient. The writer
knows it would give very general
tiou if that Company would designate
through the papers some hour and place. at
which they would perform the various evo¬

lutions, on the 22nd inst. Pitt street, be¬
tween Prince and Duke, the writer w<»u!d
suggest, while being a central point, is al.- ut
as good a drill ground as Could be s«meco'l
though of course the Company will nit
their own convenience in the selection.
By inserting this, or calling the attention

of the Company to the proposition will
oblige "AN OLD subscriber."

Alex., Feb. 18,1801.
-, |, ,,,, -|M|-rr--r

MAERIED.
On the9th instant, by Rev. Mr. Proctor, Mr.

WILLIAM A. DEGGS, to mita Jask KM-
SKALTH SWEENEY, both of washington.
At the Sand Hills, near Augusta, <ieorgi:«. <-'n

Thursday, February 1 1th, l.y lie v. S. S. Davis. !'.
!>., Major ALFRED CL'MMING, Georgia Aran-,
and Mi-*s SARAH M., daughter of the ofibutii'o
clergyman.

DIED.
In Washington, on Saturday, the 16th in-unt.

Mrs. ELIZABETH P. DODDS, iu the 7*.»tU year
of her age.
Ou the 12th instant, at her residence, in i'3)1;*

more, iu the 34th year of her age, KATilKKl>'' -

the venerated relict of the distinguished lieu-
Robert Goodloe Harper, au 1 daughter of charles
Carroll of Carroll ton.
At Laurel Hill, near Natchez, Mississippi. 0:1

the 2Gth of January, AGNES somervlm-k
wife of Wilmer Shield*, late Lieutenant in
united States Navy.
"vj EGROES WANTED..The .subscriber widi-
jjn es to purchase for his own use, oil his cottott
plantation in Rapides Parish, Louisiana, a

of from twenty to fifty good NEGROES,in "h'1"'1
thure shall he a fair proportion of serviceable u»cu.

Any person having such to dispose of will p!**^
to address me, enclosing fully detcrijttie* b?t'
care of Cashier Bank Metropolis, washington
City, until loth March.
_feb is.eolmo G. MASON graham^

ENCOURAGE HOME COMPANIES!
rnhe ALBEMARLE INSURANCE COMPANY
X Charlottesville, Va.
WM. T. EARLY, Pres't. | JNO. WOOD, Jr., Secy.
Having an ample paid up Cash Capital, protnpt

and liberal in all its dealiug3, INSURES agaiI1;l
FIRE upon as liberal terms a.s any other respon¬
sible Company.

JAMES S. ROGERS, Agent,
dec 17.eo3m no. 4 Sou'h Wharve*»

DOUBLE WHITE tuberon..For 6*ie by
feb 19 HENRY COOK i CO.

k


